
Proclaiming Peace, Love, and Justice 
 
  “God created human beings in his own image, in the image of God he created them, male and female 
he created them.”  
                   (Genesis 1. 27) 

   Reflecting on the dignity of human beings, St. Catherine of Siena asked God “What made you establish 
human beings in so great a dignity? Certainly the incalculable love by which you have looked on your 
creature in yourself! You are taken with love for her; for by love indeed you created her, by love you have 
given her a being capable of tasting your eternal good.” 
 
      In our own country, the equality of human beings and their inalienable rights are stated clearly in our 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights. “All men are created equal.” But “men” for our nation’s founders 
meant white males. Recognizing every human being as equal in God’s eyes, male and female, black and 
white, gay and straight, has evolved very gradually and far too slowly over the centuries.  
 
      In a section of the Catholic Catechism on homosexuality, the church teaches “The number of men and 
women who have deep-seated homosexual tendencies is not negligible. They do not choose their 
homosexual condition; for most of them it is a trial. They must be accepted with respect, compassion, and 
sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided.” Although as a church 
we disagree categorically with the recent Supreme Court decision permitting gay marriage, we never stop 
loving and wanting the best for everyone, regardless of their sexual orientation. 
 
        Racism, sexism, and other sinful attitudes toward human beings have their tentacles in us. They 
are threats to human dignity; the dignity of every man, woman and child- all of us who have been made in 
the image and likeness of God. The creator of the universe entered into our human history through the 
Son Jesus, one like us in all things except personal sin. We did not achieve the dignity and worth on our 
own. Society did not give it to us. Rather our dignity comes from our belief that we are creatures made in 
the image of the Creator. 
 
     The mission that we have as a church, namely to proclaim the kingdom of God, the kingdom of justice, 
love and peace until Christ returns - has political, social, and economic consequences in our world. Pope 
Francis has made this crystal-clear in his encyclical on the environment with its focus on a special love 
for the poor and marginalized. 
 
      As Catholics we are committed to safeguard and defend human dignity. We are committed to the 
promotion of human rights. We work hard to foster unity and reconciliation among all members of 
the human family.  
     We are made for one another, and cannot truly live without one another. We are networked with one 
another, and we have an obligation to contribute to the good of one another so that human life can 
flourish. “The earth is essentially a shared inheritance, whose fruits are meant to benefit everyone.” 
(Pope Francis) 
     Church teaching calls this “the common good”. The common good are the conditions necessary for 
people to live fully with one another and achieve their own perfection as images of God. 
     Promoting the common good means collaborating in eliminating whatever makes people miserable. 
War, poverty, hunger and malnutrition, persecution, discrimination and so much more, are evils that 
destroy the common good. Pope St. John Paul II used the word “solidarity” to describe the compassionate 
desire to build the bonds of common life. He described it as a “firm and persevering determination to 
commit oneself to the common good.” 



 Personally, we begin by recognizing the darkness within ourselves, where sin and evil lurk. 
Once we name our demons, we can begin with the grace of God to be converted through the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 
Peace, Father Bruce 
 
 
 

 


